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FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

As you read the information in the annual
report for 2009 and the information in this
newsletter about the Annual Meeting, I hope
you have felt some sense of excitement and
anticipation for all that is possible for our
church in the near future.

The last couple of years have been
discerning years as we have explored
possibilities for sustaining and growing as a
church. We have some new folks who have
joined our community as well. This seems to
be the year where we start to put into place
some of the ideas and projects that we have
been thinking about.

There is a place for everyone in our life
together and there is work for many that will
continue to have us be a vibrant presence in
this part of the city. May 2010 be a year that
has us move forward with renewed energy
and spirit as together we live out our faith as
Christians.

Peace,
Norm

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

I want first, on behalf of the whole
congregation, to thank Doug Winmill for his
fine contribution to the life of Bethel during
the past year. His tireless leadership, in
conjunction with the efforts of the many
others who gave of their time and energy,
has positioned us well for continuing renewal
and growth in the coming year. Thanks,
Doug!

The past Annual General Meeting, held
earlier this month, reflected the positive
attitude and the productive energy that
currently prevails at Bethel. Our financial
position has strengthened, thanks to all who
rose to the challenge to eliminate the deficit.
This is crucial, for strong financial backing
allows us to plan confidently, and to pursue
new ideas and new growth, rather than
having our hopes and dreams limited by our
financial resources. There is also a new spirit
of exploration and spiritual learning, which is
a function of Norm’s success at engaging us
through his sermons, the fish bowl questions,
and his workshops on spirituality. And the
current conversation with the Immigrant
Women of Saskatoon has opened up new



possibilities, not only for sharing our space to
the benefit of both them and Bethel, but for
extending our horizons — and our mission —
by interaction with an important community
within the city which has a rich cultural and
spiritual  diversity. (It was especially
encouraging at the recent Annual General
Meeting that there was an open
acknowledgment that partnering with the
Immigrant Women of Saskatoon would
include making some changes in how we
schedule and use our spaces, and an
embracing of any such change as part of our
continuing efforts to fulfil our mission and to
renew ourselves.)

What will the coming year bring? I see
nothing new and startling but simply more of
the same: we need to continue working on
stewardship so that we have the money
required to do the things we want and need
to do; we have to keep supporting Norm, and
committees such as Outreach and Worship
and Christian Education, in their efforts to
foster our spiritual growth, and; we need to
do some further work on our Council and
committee structures so that everything
works as efficiently and transparently as
possible.

There is one further thing we need to do;
namely, remember to have fun. Norm has
been teaching us that there is fun in
exploring new ideas and different forms of
worship, music, and the like. And there is
fun in sharing activities — among ourselves
and with others — both in and beyond our
church building. The word on the street is
that there is more fun to come, so get ready
to loosen up! (Watch for Doug and me
dancing in the aisles during service in the
near future.) And get ready to offer your
ideas for interesting and fun things to do.

Finally, as we move into a new year with
hope and faith, but also with a degree of

cautious optimism, always remember the
wise words of Jasper Friendly Bear, which are
especially relevant for times of great
development, change and evolution: "Stay
Calm; Be Brave;, Wait for the Signs” (Dead
Dog Café, CBC Radio).

David Crossley

BIBLE STUDY continues at 10:00 a.m.
Wednesdays in the gym. Everyone is
welcome.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Sunday School is now operating with
church volunteers. We have three of the
four Sundays covered but are missing
someone to teach the first Sunday of each
month. There is March, April and May still to
fill. We use a program that is online and
very user friendly. If you are interested in
helping out, please phone Barb at 649-2086.

WORSHIP/CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

Lenten Services:

This year Bethel is again joining with our
community churches during the Lenten
period for an early morning Lenten service.
Please mark your calendars and set your
alarm clocks for services at:

Redeemer Lutheran Church
812 Preston Avenue
7:15 a.m.
Light Breakfast after the service

Bethel will host the March 17 service.
Many thanks to Peggy Amy, Marguerite
Schwanke and Judy Killoh for preparing the
breakfast and to Norm for his leadership.
See you at daybreak!



Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
Services:

Once again, Bethel and Grosvenor Park
United Churches will join to observe Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday. The Maundy
Thursday event will begin with a joint potluck
dinner followed by a short service.

Maundy Thursday Service and Potluck
Thursday, April 2
6:15 p.m.
at Grosvenor Park United Church
407 Cumberland Avenue South
Please notify the Bethel church office (343-6085)
if you need transportation to this event.

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 3
10:30 a.m.
at Bethel United Church
Grosvenor Park and Bethel congregations
present dramatic readings and tableaux’s.

Communion Service Dates for 2010 are
the following:

February 14 July 18
April 11 October 3
May 16

STEWARDSHIP NEWS

January

General Fund
Envelope Offerings

2009 10,070

2010 9,258
Difference
Total Expenses

2009 21,825

2010 21,296
Difference
Cash in General Fund - Jan. 31, 2010 17,427

For the month of January, we have a
deficit (expenses in excess of revenues) of
$6,688 in the General Fund and our cash
balance is $17,427. January typically sees a
drop in envelope givings after the Christmas
season. The offering for January of $9,258 is
approximately $2,000 short of what is
needed each month to meet our 2010
budgeted envelope givings of $134,000.
January is also the month many of our larger
expenditures are due, such as insurance, the
Observer subscription and the audit fee.

Contributions of $1,500 have been
received for Haiti Relief and have been
forwarded to the United Church of Canada.
If you still wish to donate to Haiti relief
through Bethel, make the cheque payable to
Bethel United Church, mark it and your
envelope “Haiti Appeal” and Bethel will send
one cheque for all donations received to The
United Church of Canada. Tax receipts will
be issued for all donations. Alternatively,
cheques may be made payable to The United
Church of Canada, marked "“Haiti Appeal”,
and mailed directly to: 3250 Bloor St. West,
Suite 300, Toronto, Ont., M8X 2Y4.

Bulletin covers for 2010 have arrived and
may be sponsored to honour a loved one, a
birthday, anniversary or other special
occasion. The cost is $30 and all
contributions are tax deductible. The
following dates are still available to
sponsor: March 14,21 April 11, 25

May 2 June 6, 13 July 4, 11, 18, 25
Aug. 8, 22,29 Sept. 5, 19,26 Oct. none

Nov. 14, 21, 28 Dec. 12, 26

Tax receipts for 2009 were mailed in
January. Please contact Jan Lahti at
374-0903 if you did not receive your receipt.



We are no longer taking a silver
collection for coffee after the Sunday
morning service. Instead, if you wish to
make a donation to the coffee fund, put it on
the offering plate, indicating your name, the
amount and “Coffee Fund” on the envelope.
Tax receipts will be issued for all marked
donations.

HAPPENINGS FROM THE
OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Our committee has changed its name.
We will now be known as the Congregational
Life and Outreach committee. We heard that
the people of our church would like to “play
together” more and as there was no
committee delegated to organize play we will
do that. We have already organized the
second trip to Rosthern Station Arts Centre
which will happen March 7. We welcome
suggestions for what you would like to do for
fun both within the church and beyond in the
future. We will not forget the importance of
outreach projects which are vital to our
ministry here at Bethel.

As you have been hearing we are in the
process of partnering with the International
Women of Saskatoon. A committee has been
formed to explore the things we will do
together. We will have another pot luck
supper and the group from IWS would like to
have a dance as well. They have some
sewing machines and would like some people
to teach them how to sew. I know there are
many in our congregation who could do that.
We will keep you posted on when that might
happen.

Please mark APRIL 17™ on your
calendar. Adele Halliday from United Church
General Council office will be coming to lead
a day long workshop that will help us to
understand about cultural differences. It will

be essential for us to learn many things if we
are to have a successful partnership with
IWS. We hope every person who attends
Bethel will come and spend the day learning.

We are planning a visit to the Jewish
Synagogue and Community Centre. A notice
will be put in the bulletin once a date has
been set.

I would like to express a sincere thank
you to Lilah Brehon, and Bev Andres for
continuing to organize the delivery of CHEP
(Child Hunger Education program) Good
Food Boxes. Although the boxes are no
longer being delivered to Bethel they are
being dropped off at Saskatchewan Market
Place — at 1621 8" St. E. Please call Lilah
Brehon at 343-0755 if you would like to get a
box of healthy food every other week. The
more people who get the Good Food Box the
cheaper they are able to buy the food as it
can then be bought in larger amounts.

Coming Soon: LOONEY TUNES

Have a favourite hymn? Want to get the
rest of the congregation to sing it with you?
Watch for your chance to nominate, for free,
your favourite or favourites! A jar will be
available at the back of the sanctuary
beginning February 27" to receive the
written nomination for your favourite hymn,
so begin looking through VU and MVU for
ideas. Once the congregation's top twenty
nominations are decided, we will begin
"stuffing the ballot boxes" by voting, with our
loonies, for the top five, and we'll sing those
in church on April 18th. Proceeds from the
vote will go to M & S. A worthy cause, and a
great opportunity to get to know the musical
tastes of your neighbours in the pews!

FIATATRIRIPLIATATRIATAIRAL

CHOIR PRACTISE is held on Wednesday
nights at 7:00 p.m. New members are
welcome to join.



| WORLD DAY OF PRAYER - Cameroon is |
I the focus of this year’s World Day of Prayer |
I Service, celebrated by over 2000 Christian !
| congregations in Canada and more than 170 |
| countries around the world. You are |
encouraged to join men and women of faith
I around the world as World Day of Prayer is !
| celebrated on Friday, March 5 at 2:00 pm |
;1 at Bethel United Church. Refreshments in
= the gym following the service. I

PEOPLE NEWS

Congratulations to Freda Crossman who
celebrated her 80" birthday in November.

Congratulations to Lauretta Collison
who celebrated her 103™ Birthday on
November 19. The congregation presented
her with flowers and served birthday cake at
Sunday Coffee on November 22.

Deanna and Ervin Neudorf celebrated
their 40" Wedding Anniversary on
November 29. Congratulations.

A Funeral service was held for Lillian
Switzer. Our sincere sympathy is extended
to her family and friends.

We also extend our condolences to:
I the family of Isabel Stewart
I the family of Rev. Jim Osborne
I Bonita Chad on the death of her
mother.

If you have any people news, please contact the
church office. We rely on your calls to provide
us with our people information.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Club - On
February 6, the women of the congregation

were invited to attend the men’s breakfast.
About 25-30 people enjoyed an interesting,
informative presentation given by Rev. Lorne
Calvert, Principal of St. Andrew’s College,
along with good food and fellowship.

ROSTHERN STATION ARTS CENTRE
Sunday, March 7 - 'The Keeper'

Last call! We are going to Rosthern
Station Arts Centre again, this time by
bus. We will leave Bethel at 11:45, Sunday,
March 7" and return about 4:30. The cost
is:  Brunch is $17.00 (includes tax and tip),
the play is $17.85 and the bus will be approx.
$7.00 depending on how many come. We
can only accommodate 50 on the bus, so
please sign up right away. Jeanette will need
a cheque (payable to Jeanette Liberty-Duns)
or cash for $34.85. Jeanette will collect for
the cost of the bus on the 7" when we know
exactly how many are coming. Please
contact Jeanette or the Church office if you
are interested.

MEALS-ON-WHEELS

Volunteers are needed to deliver meals.
Bethel delivers on Mondays (except
holidays). Meals are picked up at Extendicare
on Preston Avenue. The sign-up calendar is
on the literature table. Bethel’s coordinator is
Shirley McKay (374-4883).

QUILT SHOW
Tuesday, May 4
10:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.
at Bethel United Church.
Coffee and muffins served.
Come and bring a friend.




WOMEN'S DAY:
Exploring Spiritual Connections

Monday, June 7 (10 am to 4 pm)
Registration at 9:30 am
Calling Lakes Centre

What nurtures your spirit?

What makes you feel peaceful?
During the day, you will have an opportunity
to enjoy a little Sacred Circle Dancing,
meditation, and of course, a staple of past
Women’s Days — singing in community!

See the calling Lakes web site at
www.callinglakes.ca for further information.
Cost: $50; $55 after May 24

BETHEL MEN’S 11" ANNUAL & 5

HAM SUPPER ¥, 0
Saturday, May 8 /CT\?\E
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Please watch for details in the 2

bulletin and newspapers.

Volunteers will be needed. Please consider
how you can help and sign up when the
sheets are available.

MISSING YOUR CAKE PAN,
ETC?

We have a number of items

in the church kitchen that have
not been picked up after several of our

1 functions. If they belong to you, would you

please pick them up.

THANK YOU to all those who have shared
their musical talents to enrich our services.

CAMP CHRISTOPHER
Now is the time to

register for Camp

Christopher! Pick up a

brochure outside Bethel’s

main office. A variety of

camp experiences (1 day to

1 week) are offered for all age groups.

Camp  Christopher is looking for
volunteers for their summer ministry.
They need First Aiders, Kitchen support, Bible
Study Leaders, Maintenance, and craft
volunteers. If you would like to have an
awesome week helping build a Christian
community then fill out a volunteer
application form today!

Looking to help out at Camp Christopher
but can't commit to a week in the summer?
Join them May 21-24/2010 for a work
weekend. Help open camp for the 2010
season — they need painters, cleaners,
dishwashers, people to do repairs and start
new projects for the summer. The
instructions and supplies will be provided.

Bring your own food and bedding. Bring the
whole family.

Check out their web site at
www.campchristopher.ca or see the display
of forms and brochures by Bethel’s office.

RARRARARRNNNANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN

Food for thought:  Check out these Seven
Wonders of the World; to see, to hear, to
touch, to feel, to taste, to laugh, to love. I'd
say these beat the others.

If you no longer wish to be on Be

by e-mail, please c ontact the church office at 343

thelOs mailing list or if you wish to receive your newsletter

-6085.
Newsletter Editor B Gladys Kemmer
373-1205 dgkemm@sasktel.net




