
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BETHEL   UNITED   CHURCH  --  RDVENT   2009 
 

 1141-5th Street East  
Saskatoon, SK, S7H 1H4 

Church Phone: 
343-6085  

Fax:  
343-7757 

e-mail: 
bethelunited@sasktel.net 

  Website: www.bethelsaskatoon.com  
          OR www.wondercafe.ca and do church search by  
 name or postal code 

 
 

FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK 
 

I was at a meeting earlier this month 
where it was mentioned that United Church 
people generally are now rather comfortable 
with saying Jesus did not die to save us from 
our sins. I quite agree tha t we have taken 
large steps to move away from a faith 
understanding that requires human sacrifice. 

At this time of year, though, we are 
thinking about the birth of Jesus. However, 
we cannot understand the birth without 
thinking about the death. If Jesus d idnÕt die 
for our sins, then that implies that he was 
not born for the purpose of salvation. Why 
was Jesus born? What meaning do we derive 
from that birth? Of what significance to us 
are the answers to these questions? 

During worship this year, in the time  
leading up to Christmas, we will be looking at 
these questions and others that will help us 
make sense of the Biblical birth stories in a 
way that is meaningful for 21st century 
minds and hearts. Interestingly, this will take 
us into the realm of mytholog y, a particular 
form of story -telling that is older than any 
religion. 

In a modern world where people demand 
concrete proof before believing, we need to 
tell stories that surprisingly, intangibly, 
provide the proof we are seeking. The 
ancients knew the true value of stories. We 
knew when we were children. It is not too 
late to learn again. 

Merry Christmas 
Peace, 
Norm 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

December 20 Ð 10:30 a.m.  

December 24– Christmas Eve Ð 
Candlelight Service 7:00 p.m. 
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DOUG’S MESSAGE 

As we reach mid November, we have 
finally received a couple of weeks of ÒnormalÓ 
fall weather.  ItÕs prime time for football, and 
our Roughriders havenÕt disappointed us this 
year.  Norm and every other clergy person in 
Saskatchewan will face some stiff 
competition over the next couple of weeks 
depending on how our team fares during 
their playoff run.    

We hosted another very successful fall 
supper on September 19th.  Everyone who 
helped out deserves a special pat on the 
back, as you are the people that make events 
like these both a social outing and a financial 
success.  The supper is an important 
fundraiser and institution within our church.  

I would like to take this opportunity to 
formally welcome Sarah Makins as our new 
Music Director at Bethel.  We have had the 
opportunity to experience SarahÕs musical 
gifts over the past several weeks, and her 
playing has been a wonderful addition to our 
Sunday services.  SarahÕs mastery of the 
piano, organ and keyboard makes me 
wonder if there is any instrument with keys 
that she does not play.  Only time will tell, 
whether we will hear sounds of the accordion 
some Sunday morning when we arrive at 
church. 

NormÕs series ÒShining Light on the PathÓ 
will be wrapping up at the end of November.  
It has been well attended by people both 
outside and inside our congregation.  The 
venue at the Alice Turner Library has worked 
very well for this ini tiative, the goal of which 
is to reach out to people outside our 
congregation.  Council will be working with 
Norm on future projects incorporating the 
Òsatellite churchÓ model that was discussed 
at our congregational meeting in June. 

Remember to keep informed on the many 
happenings and events taking place at Bethel 
over the winte r through this newsletter, the 
Sunday bulletins, our website or a quick call 
to Norm and Bernice.   

As we head towards the Christmas season 
I wish everybody health and happiness.   

Doug 
Chair, Bethel Church Council.  

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 
 

 
Envelope offerings are down considerably 
from 2008; however, 2009 expenses are 
lower than expected due to staffing changes.  
 

Donation envelopes for 2010 will be 
distributed in December.  The options for 
donating are weekly, monthly or the pre -
authorized remittance (par) program.  If you 
wish to change the frequency or amount of 
your donation, are new and need envelopes 
for the first time, or wish to join the par 
program, please contact the church office at 
343-6085 or Jan Lahti at 374-0903 before 
November 30, 2009. 
 

The 2010 Canadian Church Calendar is a 
celebration of the 85th anniversary of The 
United Church of Canada.  The calendars are 
available at the church office for $5.00.   
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Volunteer your time and talents!  Bethel 
has many opportunities for you to participate 
in the life and work of the church.  Ushering 
and greeting, scripture reading, serving 
communion, serving refreshments after 
church and counting offering are all needed 
on Sundays.  In addition, the following 
committees will be looking for members for 
2010:  Christian Education, Communication 
and Contact, Ministry and Personnel, 
Outreach, Pastoral Care, Property, 
Stewardship and Worship.   
 
Bulletin covers for 2010 have arrived and 
may be sponsored to honour a loved one, a 
birthday, anniversary or other special 
occasion.  The cost is $30 and all 
contributions are tax deductible.  
 

YEAR 2009 TAX RECEIPTS: 
Please note for those donors making 
contributions close to December 31, 2009 
that the donations must be received prior to 
December 31 or post-marked prior to that 
date in order for Bethel to issue an official 
tax receipt for the year 2009.  Donations 
received in January 2010 will be receipted for 
the year 2010.  This requirement is in 
accordance with Canada Revenue Agency 
guidelines. 
 

BETHEL STEERING COMMITTEE 

The Bethel Steering Committee continues 
to meet regularly to explore the future of our 
Church. We met recently with International 
Women of Saskatoon who will be relocating 
within a year or two and might be interested 
in either renting space at Bethel or sharing 
space with us should we decide to relocate. 
Arrangements have been made to have a full 
assessment done of Bethel property, both 
hall and sanctuary, to provide important 
information regarding our financial situation. 
Presbytery has been informed regarding our 

ongoing discussions and will be at Bethel 
November 18 for an oversight visit to assess 
our situation and provide some guidance.  

 

 
COMMUNICATION & CONTACT 

The Sunday morning coffee arrangements 
have been going well.  Thanks to all who 
take their turn.  

We are ordering name tags from a local 
source.  Have placed one order and should 
receive it soon. 

There are 18 shut-in persons on our list.  
Christmas flowers will be delivered on 
December 20th. 

Hanging of the Greens  will be 
November 29th after the service.  Lunch will 
be provided. We are asking persons with 
names starting with L to Z to bring 
sandwiches and A to M  bring dainties. 

A Phoning Tree is arranged and 
members can expect a phone call soon. 

 

SHINING LIGHT ON THE 
PATH 

An Exploration of Modern Mystical 
Spirituality 

An evening of Worship and Education 
 
 

Sponsored by  
Bethel United Church Ð 343-6085 

 

$5.00/session 
Resumes in January 

Watch for future schedule. 

 
Bethel United Church Web Site – please 
note the website information in the header of 
this newsletter  
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The United Church of Canada’s YouTube 
channel can be found at 
www.youtube.ca/unitedchurchofcanada.  
 

 

CARING, SHARING, REMEMBERING 
Christmas is usually a joyous time full of memories. 

Coping with holidays and special occasions after 
losing a loved one may be one of the most difficult 

challenges any of us will face in our lives 

You, your family and friends are invited to join 
others in the community for this Candle Light 
Service.  Everyone attending will be given the 
opportunity to place a ribbon on the ÒTree of 

RemembranceÓ and light a candle in memory of 
their loved ones. 

November 25th, 7:30 p.m. 
(musical prelude at 7:00 p.m.) 

Knox United Church,  
838 Spadina Crescent East. 

Participating clergy are Dr. Bruce Pringle and Pastor 
Hugh Farmer. 

For Information Please Phone  
244-5577 or 653-3434 &/or see BethelÕs bulletin 

board 

Fellowship and refreshments following. 
Should you or your family require complimentary 

transportation, please advise in advance. 

Sponsored by W.A. Edwards Family, Saskatoon 
Funeral Home, Westwood Funeral Chapel and Prairie 

View Chapel & Crematorium. 
 
 

 
 

 

PEOPLE NEWS 

Tanner and Pam Barmentloo have 
relocated to Rocky Mountain House, AB.  
They will be visiting Bethel on 
November 22 and will do a presentation 
about their trip to Africa during coffee time 

 

Lillian McConnell's grandson Warren 
and his wife Nicole (Milton, Ontario) are 
proud to announce the arrival of Lillian Marie 
born August 11, 2009. 
 

Welcome to Sarah Makins who has 
been hired as our Choir Director. 

 
Congratulations to biologist Larry 

Fowke, professor in the college of arts and 
science at the U of S, who has been elected 
to the prestigious Royal Society of Canada.  
The society describes Fowke as "a leading 
world authority in cell biology" for his work 
with plant cell biology.  He will be inducted 
into the society as a fellow with 75 others at 
a ceremony in Gatineau, Quebec, on 
November 28. 

 
Birthdays: 

Congratulations to all of the following who 
celebrated birthdays:  

Lauretta Collison Ð 103rd  
Edna Hutchinson Ð 98th 
Ruth Durnin Ð 94th  

 
Baptism: 
Jeremy Lawrence Tratch son of Jason 
and Jocelyn Tratch was baptized on 
September 20, 2009.  Jeremy is the grandson 
of Larry and Lynne Fowke. 
 
Funeral services were held for John "Jack" 
Bell and Robert Allan Webster. Our sincere 
sympathy is extended to their families and 
friends. 
 
 

 

If you have any people news, please contact the 
church office.  We rely on your calls to provide 

us with our people information. 
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Food for Thought:  We don't stop playing 
because we grow old; we grow old because 
we stop playing. 

 

Thank you to the following who were 
pulpit guests this fall: Rev. Jack Carr 
(August 23) and Mr. Ray Sherdahl 
(August 30) 

Also, thank you to the following who 
shared their musical tallents for our 
services this fall:  Sarah Makins, Elaine 
Wanhella, Gladys Kirk, and Ms. Ying Qi. 

 
 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, November 29 

(after the service)  
Come join in the fun and fellowship and help 

decorate our church for the Christmas 
Season. 

Please Bring a Pot-Luck Lunch Item 
  (suggested) 
  - last name starting A-M  

bring cookies 
  - last name starting N-Z  

bring sandwiches  
 
 

 
 
The Communication and Contact 

Committee will again be preparing 
Christmas Flowers for 18 to 20 shut -ins to 
be delivered December 20.  If you are able to 
help by making a delivery please contact 
Barb Bourassa after the service on 
December 20. 

 
 

The world is like a mirror  
reflecting what you do  
and if your face is smiling, 
it smiles right back at you.  
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CALLING LAKES CENTRE 

The Calling Lakes Centre (PCTC) has a 
number of educational and spiritual programs 
that it offers for many interests and ages.  
Visit their web site at www.callinglakes.ca for 
a complete listing and details on all 
programs.  Information on their programs 
will also be posted on the bulletin board 
outside the church office from time to time.  

One of their upcoming programs is 

Women's Day: 
Exploring Spiritual Connections 

Monday, June 7 (10 am to 4 pm) 
Registration at 9:30 am 

Cost: $50; $55 after May 24 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, February 7, 2010 

 

 
 

There are four ways God answers prayer: 
1) NO, not yet.  
2) NO, I Love you too much;  
3) Yes, I though youÕd never ask. 
4) Yes and here's more. 
 

Anne Lewis 
 

 
 
A Sunday School teacher asked her class why 
Joseph and Mary took Jesus with them to 
Jerusalem. A small child replied: "They 
couldn't get a baby sitter.  

 

 

If you wish to get your newsletter by e-mail of if you no longer wish to be on Bethel’s mailing list, 
please contact the church office at 343-6085. 
 Newsletter Editor – Gladys Kemmer  

373-1205 e-mail - dgkemm@sasktel.net @sasktel.net 



 

VATICAN HUMOUR 
After getting all of Pope Benedict's luggage loaded into the limo, (and he doesn't travel light), the driver notices the 
Pope is still standing on the curb,  
'Excuse me, Your Holiness,' says the driver, 'Would you please take your seat so we can leave?'  
'Well, to tell you the truth,' says the Pope, 'they never l et me drive at the Vatican when I was a cardinal, and I'd 
really like to drive today,'  
'I'm sorry, Your Holiness, but I cannot let you do that. I'd lose my job! What if something should happen?' protests 
the driver, wishing he'd never gone to work that mo rning ..  
'Who's going to tell?' says the Pope with a smile,  
Reluctantly, the driver gets in the back as the Pope climbs in behind the wheel. The driver quickly regrets his 
decision when, after exiting the airport, the Pontiff floors it, accelerating the limo to 205 kph .. (Remember, the 
Pope is German .. )  
'Please slow down, Your Holiness!' pleads the worried driver, but the Pope keeps the pedal to the metal until they 
hear sirens,  
'Oh, dear God, I'm going to lose my license -- and my job!' moans the dr iver,  
The Pope pulls over and rolls down the window as the cop approaches, but the cop takes one look at him, goes 
back to his motorcycle, and gets on the radio,  
'I need to talk to the Chief,' he says to the dispatcher.  
The Chief gets on the radio and the cop tells him that he's stopped a limo going 205 kph.  
'So bust him,' says the Chief,  
'I don't think we want to do that, he's really important,' said the cop,  
The Chief exclaimed,' All the more reason!'  
'No, I mean really important,' said the cop wit h a bit of persistence,  
The Chief then asked, 'Who do you have there, the mayor?' 
Cop: 'Bigger.'  
Chief: ' A senator?'  
Cop: 'Bigger.'  
Chief: 'The Prime Minister?'  
Cop: 'Bigger.'  
'Well,' said the Chief, 'who is it?'  
Cop: 'I think it's God!'  
The Chief is even more puzzled and curious, 'What makes you think it's God?'  
Cop: 'His chauffeur is the Pope!'  
Cop: 'Bigger.'  
Chief: ' A senator?'  
Cop: 'Bigger.'  
Chief: 'The Prime Minister?'  
Cop: 'Bigger.'  
'Well,' said the Chief, 'who is it?'  
Cop: 'I think it's God!'  
The Chief is even more puzzled and curious, 'What makes you think it's God?'  
Cop: 'His chauffeur is the Pope!'  


